
ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES 
 

MISSION STATEMENT:  
In a close-knit cottage Association, it is important to be sensitive to our neighbors when 
undertaking a building project. Consequently, these architectural guidelines have been 
developed for cottagers to use when planning a new cottage or when expanding or altering an 
existing one. Following the guidelines will enable cottage owners to insure that their design is 
prudent and sound, and that it is sensitive to our regional and native environment and to the 
Castle Park community. Prior to undertaking any major project, the guidelines should be 
reviewed by the owners, their builders, architects and trades people.   
 
It is strongly recommended that owners discuss their design intent with the 
Architectural Guidelines Committee both before and during the design process. Rather 
than dictate design decisions, it is the intent of the AG committee to assist the owner in 
meeting the guidelines. 
 

ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES COMMITTEE: 
The Architectural Guidelines Committee (AG Committee) is an ad-hoc committee, under the 
auspices of the Board of Trustees.  
 
GUIDELINES: 
The architectural guidelines fall under five categories: Massing and Scale, Style, Relationships 
to Neighbors, Materials, and Landscaping. 
 
Massing and Scale: 
It is assumed that all new projects will be in conformance with local zoning and building 
ordinances. 
Within these limitations, we encourage owners to minimize the visual impact by: 

1. Using several small masses rather than one large one 
2. Harmonizing the structure with the existing topography 
3. Making efforts to blend into the natural and built environment  

 
Style:  
Castle Park embraces a wide variety of architectural styles. The large majority of Castle Park 
homes were built before 1940, and we generally refer to them as cottages. Keep in mind that 
the “Cottage Style” is intrinsic to the character of Castle Park.  We encourage designers to 
study the existing architecture and to make efforts to respect and complement the character of 
the park, with particular attention given to immediate neighbors.  
 
Relationships to Neighbors: 
The term “neighbors” includes not just immediate property owners, but the community at large.  
Owners and designers must take special care to be sensitive to neighbors with respect to 
minimizing visual impact, preserving views, and avoiding intrusions upon privacy both visual 
and auditory.  We request that every design give attention to noise levels and visual privacy, 
for example, when locating such elements as air conditioning equipment, hot tubs, decks or 
patios, and pedestrian and vehicular access. In addition, exterior lighting should be evaluated 



with an eye toward keeping impact upon neighbors to a minimum.  We strongly encourage 
owners to communicate with their neighbors before and during the design and construction 
process.   
 
 
Materials: 
Materials should be chosen to complement both the natural and built environment at Castle 
Park.  Again, referring to existing cottages and the surrounding natural environment is a helpful 
way of meeting this goal. Natural, neutral, and muted colors are preferred.  Strong colors are 
discouraged. 
 
Landscaping: 
All attempts should be made to maintain the character of the park with landscaping. 
1. In general, fences are discouraged where they limit the “openness” of Castle Park.  Most of 

our fences add accent to road ways rather than divide property.  There are many side/back 
doors in Castle Park that are on/over neighbors property lines.  Fencing and landscaping 
should take into consideration not unduly containing your neighbor.   

 
Appropriate fencing and wall sizes and materials include those that have historically been 
used in the Park.  Walls and rails should be generally low and open in character, designed 
to minimize visual impact.   Tall retaining or privacy walls are strongly discouraged. 
Preferred wall materials include landscape timbers, stone, and brick.  Preferred fencing 
materials include open wooden rail and picket fencing, and traditionally styled cast iron.  
Chain link fencing is strongly discouraged. 
   

2. Trees are an important part of Castle Park and discretion should be used in cutting, 
trimming, or removing trees.  We encourage owners to discuss tree work with their 
neighbors before proceeding.  Consider the way debris disposal will affect neighbors. 

 
3. Signs should be limited to the function of identifying cottages.  Size should be small to 

moderate in scale, and materials should complement the environment and be in harmony 
with the character of Castle Park 

   
4. Castle Parkers greatly enjoy the night skies, so it is important to keep ambient light levels 

low.  Lighting should be generally subtle in character, designed primarily to light walkways 
and entrances. Security lighting or other exterior lighting should be respectful of neighbors 
in intensity, direction, and scheduling. 

 
Any questions regarding this matter should be directed to the chairperson of the Architectural 
Guidelines Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 


